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History:
During the early ‘50s, the Town of Huntington was home to three community theatre companies – The Players Guild of Huntington Jewish Center, The Northport Players and The Huntington Community Theatre.  Unfortunately, all three groups were suffering from lack of volunteers and audience.  A group of theatre enthusiasts from these three companies refused to let local community theatre die and in January 1952, they organized the Township Theater Guild (as the group was first called).  Its purpose was “to preserve and develop theatre in all its phases for the people of the community and to offer the individual the opportunities to develop interest and talents in the theatre.”  Original membership reached 150 and soon the group was presenting one-act plays for local clubs and organizations, as well as airing a series of half-hour radio plays once a week.
 

The summer of 1952 brought the “Summer Comedy Festival” and The Town of Huntington declared the week of June 28 – July 5 “TTG Summer Comedy Festival Week” and urged residents to support this new part of the cultural life of the community. Three shows were presented that summer and audience members at the premier performance were treated to a welcoming greeting by Henry Fonda, who happened to be summering in Huntington!
The Township Theatre Group’s first season made front page news the summer of 1952 and it’s still pleasing audiences today!  Now celebrating its 50th season, Township Theatre Group has undeniably fulfilled the desires of its founders to nurture the development of local community theatre.  Township Theatre Group is proud to be an active and vital part of Long Island’s volunteer theatre community.

Agency Mission:  Township Theatre Group’s mission is threefold,

1. To foster and develop in the community an appreciation of the dramatic arts and the theatre,

2. To bring together those persons having the common interest and desire to participate in theatrical productions

3. To cultivate the individual talents and abilities of the group’s participants.
Scope of Activities:  Since its opening performance 50 years age, Township Theatre Group (TTG) has offered a continuous run of fine community theatre to the people of Long Island.  Township Theatre Group has produced nearly 200 theatrical plays and musicals over the course of its 50 year history.  In TTG’s early years, radio theatre was offered in conjunction with MGSM radio.  Each season, three shows are performed, involving 25-75 cast and backstage volunteers and entertaining an audience of 1400-1800 per production.  Productions are at Five Towns College in Dix Hills and at Walt Whitman High School in Huntington. This year (2002) in celebration of our 50 years serving the cultural community, TTG is embarking on a new project to bring free theatre to the public at local libraries.  TTG currently has agreements with three libraries for spring performances and hopes to expand to more locations.

Volunteer Involvement:  Township Theatre Group makes every effort to be inclusive of the theatre-minded community.  Participation in theatrical productions, onstage or backstage, is open to all.
Contact Information:  

Address: Township Theatre Group, Box 824, Huntington, NY  11741 

Phone: 631.421.9832

www.townshiptheatregroup.com




