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Rosa Lee Young Childhood Center

Year of Founding: 1972
Issue(s) Addressed:  Child Care

Induction Category & Year: Children & Youth Services, 2002 

Founder: Gloria Wallick  
History: My interest in child care began in the early 1960s when, as a member of the National Council of Jewish Women, I participated in a nationwide study on the status of child care.  The study’s results clearly showed the need for the establishment of quality, affordable early childhood programs in communities throughout the US. 
As an active volunteer for Rockville Head Start I began examining the need for child care in the village and surrounding communities.  Rockville Centre Head Start made quality child care available to financially eligible families at no cost. However as women increasingly joined the workforce in the 1960s and 70s, the need for child care rose while many families found themselves over the federal income guidelines and therefore not eligible to participate. With a survey developed by the Policy Advisory Committee of Rockville Centre Head Start, I organized volunteers from the local chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women, the League of Women Voters and the Rockville Centre PTA we utilized school district data to identified families with young children. The need for a high quality, affordable child care program that all families could access regardless of income became apparent. Parents must be able to go to work and have the assurance that their children were cared for in a safe and loving environment.
In response to needs, Rosa Lee Young Childhood Center opened its doors August 1972 in a church basement with a license for 40 children ages 3 to 5 years.  As with any new venture there were a myriad of obstacles to overcome.  Seed money that was supposed to be available wasn’t but a passionate dedicated staff worked for six weeks without salary.  Since 1972 with an excellent reputation, Rosa Lee Young has grown to care for 85 children from 18 months to 12 years and has owned its building since 1981.  I remained President of the Board for the next 8 years and continued my support the program in all possible ways.
Agency Mission: Rosa Lee Young Childhood Center is committed to providing high quality education and care for children from economically, ethnically and racially diverse families in and around Rockville Centre

Scope of Activities: The programs at Rosa Lee Young are designed around the New York State Education Department curriculum guidelines. In an unpressured atmosphere, children engage in developmentally appropriate, teacher and child-initiated activities planned to strengthen intellectual, emotional, physical, and creative skills.

The Toddler Program
The toddler program, designed for children 18 through 36 months, focuses on the processes of separation, language acquisition, learning about materials and how they interact, large and small motor control, and the acquisition of self help-skills.

The Pre-Kindergarten Program
At Rosa Lee Young, 3- and 4-year old children continue the process of separation in a supportive atmosphere. These multi-aged groups allow for the continuity of care and education that is paramount during these formative years. With fewer transitions before kindergarten, the children are empowered to become independent, self-motivated and creative problems solvers. All of this takes place in classrooms that are designed to allow children to interact with peers and materials that support all areas of development.

The Kindergarten Program
The kindergarten program at Rosa Lee Young is recognized by the New York State Education Department. Children participate in small group workshops to develop their math, science, and literacy skills. Teachers follow the progress of individual children to create workshops which are appropriate for students of varying abilities and interests. A major goal of the kindergarten program is to help children develop skills critical for school success as well as a positive attitude toward life-long learning. Independence, responsibility, group participation, self-expression, and divergent thinking are among these goals.

The School-Age Program
After-school care for elementary children is a major concern for working parents today. The school-age program at Rosa Lee Young serves children in first through fifth grade each day after school and on school holidays. Students from the Rockville Centre School District and neighboring school districts are picked up by the Rosa Lee Young school bus and transported to the Center. There, they spend the afternoon enjoying recreational activities supervised by professional teachers. There is also time and an appropriate setting for children to complete homework assignments. On school holidays, a variety of activities are planned which include special art projects, cooking, and trips to places of interest on Long Island.

Summer Program
All Rosa Lee Young programs are available during the 9 weeks of the summer.

Contact Information:
180 North Village Avenue, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11570

516-536-5674
www.rosaleeyoung.org  
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