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Inception to Induction

North Fork Environmental Council, Inc.
Year of Founding: 1972
Issue(s) Addressed:  Environment
Induction Category & Year:  

Founder: Barbara and Paul Stoutenbugh
History: Barbara and Paul Stountenburgh have called Long Island’s North Fork “home” since childhood. Their interest in the environment of the eastern Long Island came early.  Starting in the 1960’s the Stoutenburghs’ began to publish their “Focus on Nature” articles in local and county-wide newspapers. In the early 70’s Paul formed the Eastern Long Island Wetlands Preservation Organization (predecessor of the North Fork Environmental Council) with the goal of advocating for a wetlands ordinance in Southold Township. Much of the groundwork for current projects began in the 1970’s. Paul then began a summer Ecology program in Orient and after retiring; Barbara and Paul opened programs in Peconic and Shelter Island taking students on daily field trips and teaching them about the natural resources of the East End. Later, Paul became a Naturalist at the Fire Island National Seashore, taking groups on walks and tours of the bay.  Barbara and Paul continue to travel and write and share experiences through their “Focus on Nature” articles which have been gathered into a collection called “Old Inlet.”
Paul served as co-vice president at the Hallockville Farm Museum and is presently on the Stewardship Committee of the Peconic Land Trust.

Agency Mission: NFEC is a grassroots organization, having 1200 members and supporters dedicated to the preservation of land, sea and quality of life on Long Island's North Fork.
	MISSION
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	Increasing public awareness of key issues
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	Educating the public and public officials about important environmental and quality of life
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	Being an objective voice of reason
	

	[image: image4.png]



	Helping the public’s voice to be heard, and
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	Providing input on key policies and legislation



Scope of Activities: Land Preservation: The NFEC believes that when Southold's population of 22,000 people grows to about 30,000 people, the desirability of Southold will suffer and that the economic engine of tourism and second homes will lose vitality. With one eye on the present -- looking at what is being done -- and another eye on the future -- on what should be done -- the NFEC has several initiatives underway.

Green Voices Speaker Series: Programs are free and open to the general public. Please visit the North Fork Environmental Council’s website for a listing of upcoming events.

Volunteer Involvement:  Throughout the year, NFEC coordinates public service events, such as the annual Spring Beach Clean-up. Your participation is needed to help show the public and the politicians that when it comes to the environment and our way of life, we’re not all talk…we’re active participants.

But beyond these events, your help is needed in so many other ways, including, but not limited to:
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	Providing transportation to important Town Hall meetings or public service events
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	Participating in petition drives or special campaigns
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	Writing articles for the NFEC newsletter or "Letters to the Editor" 
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	Stuffing envelopes for major NFEC mailings, or
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	Serving on one of NFEC's standing committees



So no matter what you can do, if even for just a brief period of time, become an NFEC volunteer and help us help you and your neighbors.

BECOME A WATCHDOG

Have you seen something that troubles you? Are you aware of acts that adversely affect the North Fork’s natural resources? Do you have suggestions on steps that can be taken to preserve the North Fork’s environment and our way of life?

If so, please take a moment and let us know what you see, what you hear and what you think. Just as we need the hands of our staff, members and volunteers to help us perform needed work, we can always use and extra set of eyes, an extra pair of ears and some extra brain power to help us help you save our environment and our way of life – contact us! 
Contact Information:
North Fork Environmental Council, Inc.
Route 25 at Love Lane, PO 

Box 799, Mattituck NY  11952
Phone: 631.298.8880/ FAX: 631.298.4649

E-mail: nfec1@optonline.net
Website: wwwnfec1.org

Disclaimer: The Long Island Volunteer Hall of Fame has created the Archive Project to record the histories of Long Island not-for-profit organizations. The entries are for informational purposes only with no intention of endorsement of any service or organization. We are not responsible for inaccuracies or omissions. The user assumes all risks related to any misinformation.  
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