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Year of Founding:   1985

Issue(s) Addressed:   Homelessness

Induction Category & Year: Homelessness, 2003


Founder:   Cosco A. Williams
History:   In 1985, a group of concerned citizens got together to address the problem of homelessness. The Town of Babylon donated a house, which was thought to be totally useless and this house was renovated by WHPDC.  In 1986, a mother with six children; who were living in one basement room, without a kitchen or bath, moved into the newly renovated four bedroom house. Throughout the years 27 houses have been built and renovated to house Long Island’s homeless.  As of 2003, WHPDC transitioned 82 families out of homeless shelters. Currently (2003),  thirty adults and eighty-five children participating in the WHPDC program and are living in clean, decent, safe homes and working toward becoming self-sufficient.
As of 2003, fifty-five families that participated in WHPDC’s program have moved in to permanent housing. One family was able to buy a house of their own.  Many have shown great strides in the education and job training. Since 1985, forty-six adults were able to obtain employment and get off of public assistance. WHPDC serves as a model and consultant and the WHPDC program has been so successful that three other communities have chosen to replicate the WHPDC model.
Agency Mission:  The Wyandanch Homes and Property Development Corporation (WHPDC) was created in 1985 to alleviate a severe housing shortage for the poor living in Wyandanch and other impacted Suffolk County communities. The core objective of WHPDC is to rebuild both communities and families by buying and rehabilitating housing for the poor and by providing poor families with support services, which enable them to achieve self-sufficiency.

Scope of Activities:  Wyandanch Homes and Property Development Corporation (WHPDC) takes an innovative, creative approach to housing and the issue of homelessness. The families participating in our program are helped not only with their housing needs, but WHPDC addresses the root causes of homelessness as well. Without blaming the victims of homelessness, WHPDC believes the best response often is to provide the homeless not only with living quarters, but with the skills, attitudes and inspiration to attain and maintain self-sufficiency.  The Human Service Workers of WHPDC meet weekly with the families, helping them set goals, increase their education, and secure employment that will make them economically self-sufficient.

WHPDC Programs

Project Self-Sufficiency

The goal of this program is to assist economically disadvantaged families become economically self-sufficient. Chronically economically disadvantaged individuals are in great need of support and direction. Dependent on the Social Welfare system for their sustenance, they may learn to doubt the possibility of a self-sufficient future. Intensive case management and staff involvement helps families to trust the program and to believe in their own potential for self-sufficiency.

Money Management Program

WHPDC works with family members, both young adults and their parents, to teach them the basics of money management and financial literacy.  One on the instruction is given at their homes. A workbook on Financial Planning is given to the student and the instructor assists the student in creating their own personal budget. Each week the student is required to carefully monitor the money that comes into the household and how it’s spend.  As the student progresses he/she learns how to make sound spending and saving choices. The skill aids in empowering formerly homeless adults to become economically self-sufficient and increases their chances of becoming homeowners.

Foreclosure Prevention/Consumer Debt Counseling
WHPDC works with families facing foreclosure.  Long Island has the highest foreclosure rates in the nation and many of the families WHPDC has encountered struggle to maintain their mortgage payments. WHPDC helps families facing foreclosure by acting as an intermediary between the family and the mortgage company. WHPDC has prevented five foreclosures as a result of this program. In addition, WHPDC helps families with consumer debt issues.  This part of the program attempts to reverse the poor credit rating of families suffering from severe consumer debt. WHPDC teaches them good spending and saving habits and budgetary skills, so they can eventually qualify for home ownership themselves.
Volunteer Involvement: WHPDC has a volunteer handyman/woman crew who work on Thursdays. This crew fix-up and maintain the WHPDC houses. WHPDC also has another group of volunteers who collect and deliver donated furniture to our houses.  Each spring volunteers assist in outdoor yard maintenance the WHPDC properties.
	

	Address: 
	1434 Straight Path
Wyandanch, NY 11798

	Phone: 
	631-491-7285 

	Fax: 
	631-491-7285 

	E-mail: 
	whpdc@optonline.net 

	Web Site: 
	www.whpdc.org 
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