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Nassau Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless

(NSCH)

Year of Founding:   1985
Issue(s) Addressed:   Homelessness

Induction Category & Year:  Homelessness ,2005


Founder:   Peter Barnett
Personal Quote: Never accept no as an answer to your request.
History:  Peter Barnett(Wyandanch Homes and Property Development Corp.), Mike Moran (The Inn) and Marge Rogatz ( Community Advocates) got together and decided that we needed to create a coalition to give voice to the Homeless on Long Island.  Various people from agencies around Long Island who were serving the homeless came together and we held our first “Have A Heart for the Homeless” rally in the United Way parking lot in the early 1980’s. As a part of my work I requested and received funding from a variety of foundations so we could hire an Executive Director who would move the coalition into a thriving agency.  Our first office space was donated by United Way. 
Agency Mission:  The Nassau-Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless (NSCH) is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to eliminate homelessness on Long Island and improve the lives of Long Islanders who are homeless or facing homelessness. 
Scope of Activities:  Nassau Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless (NSCH) began as an all volunteer organization and has since expanded to include over 125 member agencies and 100 individual members.  NSCH coordinates homeless services among its members through Continuum of Care groups and HUD funding applications, provides training seminars on housing development and funding opportunities, links more experienced service providers with those who need mentoring and educates the public about the need for three types of housing: emergency, so no one has to sleep on the street; transitional housing, so families and individuals with problems can be assisted in a supportive homelike environment; and permanent low cost housing, so those with low wage jobs or on public assistance can live in safe, stable environments.  NSCH also publishes a directory detailing the services of more than 600 organizations which is distributed to Long Island libraries, church outreach programs, DSS, hospitals, schools, and shelters. NSCH has two major events each year.  One event is a conference, “Keys for the Homeless” which has guest speakers from agencies and government as well as workshops related to the issues of poverty, homelessness and information about services available.  Over 300 people attend this conference. The other event takes place around Valentines Day , “ Have a Heart for the Homeless” . This media event is a rally to support and reach out to the homeless as well as to bring the issues of poverty and homelessness to public attention.

 Volunteer Involvement:  NSCH utilizes volunteers to hold an annual Count of the Homeless on Long island.  Volunteers also assist at the Have a Heart for the Homeless rally by gathering together gently used coats, children’s clothes and food donations which are distributed to the homeless.
Contract Information: 

38 Old Country Road

Garden City, NY 11530

Telephone: (516) 742-7770

Fax: (516) 873-0830

 Web site: nsch.org

E-mail: info@nsch.org
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